Regulation on the Declaration of
Currencies, Bearer Negotiable
Instruments, and Precious Metals and
Stones in Possession of Travelers
Entering or Leaving the UAE
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Article (8) of Federal Decree-Law No. (20) of
2018 on Anti Money Laundering and
Combating the Financing of Terrorism and
the financing of Illegal Organizations
stipulates that (when entering or leaving the
country, any person must declare the
currencies or bearer negotiable financial
instruments, precious metals or stones of
value, in accordance with the declaration
regulation issued by the Central Bank)..

3 2018 il (20) 03) Galoull Hgilds pauyall paiy
Jigal dxday Jigad) Jub @b dgrise Ol
(8) Bola)l 3 deg dall b Oladainll Jogaly QL)Y
Ui i il Of pasds 1 de o) 4 e dia
Jghall 415 dle olgal gl idlas Lgie )3 of gl )
plad iy cdod wld loeat ol Ll O3lae of Lghelon)

(-835yall BB paall 8yl U1 ZLiadY)

Accordingly, the Board of Directors of the
Central Bank has decided that the maximum
threshold for currencies, bearer negotiable
instruments, and precious metals and stones,
shall be in accordance with the table attached
to the present regulation, and shall apply to
all of  physical cross-border
transportation, by travelers or
through mail and cargo.

Bearer negotiable instruments (BNIs) mean
financial instruments of whatever form,
whether in the form of a bearer document,
such as travelers checks, promissory checks,

forms
whether

payment orders, or others.

Based on the above, any natural or legal
person shall declare upon entering or leaving
the UAE any currencies, BNIs, precious metals
and stones above the threshold specified in
the annexed table and shall provide an honest
and clear answer and adequate information to
the Customs authority and its staff upon
request.
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Declarations shall also be made for currencies,
BNIs, precious metals or stones of a value
exceeding the specified threshold crossing the
border through cargo, mail or shipments
transported  using  transport  service
companies using the official customs systems
of the UAE.
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Customs officials at land, sea and air customs
ports shall undertake the following:
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1. Erect sufficient information panels in
Arabic and other foreign languages at
airports, seaports and land border points,
clarifying traveler requirements in line
with the provisions of the present
decision, indicating the maximum value of
currencies, BNls, precious metals and
stones that are subject to the declaration
obligation.
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2. Ask a sample of arriving or departing
travelers about currencies, BNIs, precious
metals and stones they are carrying, and if
their value exceeds the threshold specified
in the annexed table, they should declare
such by completing the prescribed
declaration form. Such form should
include the following information at a
minimum:
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A) Amount of currencies, value of
BNIs and precious metals and
stones,
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B) Traveler ID information
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C) Information about the entry/exit
point and means of travel used.
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D) Arrival / Departure destination
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E) Purpose of Declaration
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3. The threshold specified in the table

attached to this regulation shall apply to
all travelers, including those below 18
years of age travelling without a legal
guardian. Currencies, BNIs, precious
metals and stones carried by individuals
below 18 vyears of age that are
accompanied by their legal guardian,

shall be added to amounts carried by such
guardian.
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Customs Officials should keep available a
sufficient number of declaration forms at
all times at the customs port, and should
provide such forms to arriving and
departing travelers, who are required to
declare cash amounts and values of BNIs,
precious metals and stones in their
possession or document the declaration
process through the official customs
systems in the UAE.
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. Completed forms shall be kept throughout
the period indicated in the Unified
Customs Law of the Gulf Cooperation
Council and in accordance with the
regulations agreed upon between the
Central Bank and the Federal Customs
Authority.
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. Additional information should be sought
and obtained from travelers concerning
the source of any currencies, BNIs or
precious metals or stones with a value
exceeding the specified threshold in their
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possession, and regarding the intended
use of such, especially in case of failure to
declare, refusal to provide additional
information upon request, deliberate
withholding of information required to be

AUl (3 bogaas g Gan OF AUl plisaudly 35,
Adls] Slaghas @l e Lzl 5l zlad)l pas
zuadYl com Olaglas) lias clasY gl i)l dic
o 39 ¢ lis dovomio pt Slaghas @i 5l lgis

prfovided, or  providing inc;rrea:t e Jgbwall Dladl J9dana) 055 Jig=3
information. In all cases, Customs officials | . T

) ; 9 Lgholoed Jgluzl) ALLEN Elall ilgoll gi wdlaall
may seize such currencies, BNIs or

Agina 58 dasdll @3 jlooYl gl Aisdll (laall
Jlesrl 3929 (5 9 Bl (0 ST LS yo plaiewy
eolayP! Jogas of Jigadl Juuiy (3has Ao ol e

AN Ol 3] dude g

precious metals or stones for a reasonable
period during which they may confirm or
deny the presence of money laundering or
terrorism financing indicators, and should
take the following measures:
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A) If the traveler failed to declare for the
first time, Customs Officials shall, in
case there are no ML or TF suspicion
indicators or in the absence of possible
evidence indicating such, impose a
Customs fine against the traveler in
line with the Unified Customs Law. In
case of refusal to provide additional
information upon request, deliberate
withholding of information required,
or providing incorrect information, or
in case of the presence of possible ML
or TF evidence or suspicion indicators,
Customs officials shall refer the
traveler and the seized amounts to
competent law enforcement
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authorities.
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In the event on repeated non-
declaration, the customs officer in
charge must refer such traveler to the
law enforcement authority at the
entry/exit port for legal procedures to
be taken against such person pursuant
to Article (30) of Federal Decree-Law
no. (20) of 2018 on Anti Money
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the
the

Laundering and Combating
Financing of Terrorism and
financing of Illegal Organizations.
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C) If the customs officer in charge is not
convinced by the reasons provided by
the traveler, he/she must proceed
with seizing the currencies, BNIs or
precious metals or stones, and refer
such to law enforcement authorities at
the entry/exit port and then to the
Public Prosecution to take legal
measures against the traveler
pursuant to Article {30) of Federal
Decree-law No. (20) of 2018 on Anti
Money Laundering and Combating the
Financing of Terrorism and financing
of lllegal Organizations.
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7. Customs officials should always ensure
that procedures stated in this regulation
are applied at all times. They should also
make available to the FIU information
obtained through declaration forms and
report to it any suspicious cases of cross-
border transportation, in accordance with
procedures agreed upon between the FIU
and the Federal Customs Authority.
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8. The Federal Customs Authority shall be in
charge of the following:
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A) Prepare and hold training programs
for customs officers and officials in the
UAE on declaration procedures and
requirements stated in this regulation.
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B) Coordinate with the concerned
authorities to develop the
“Declaration Form for arriving and
departing passengers” or the official
customs systems in the UAE and
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establish procedures for tracking
declared amounts, and the use of any
BNIs, or precious metals or stones.
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date of entry into force of this
Regulation.
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implementation of the provisions of
the present decision.

E) Provide international cooperation in
an effective manner to combat money
laundering and terrorism financing
and maintain all data and information
related to the declaration system,
especially  those  related to
declarations above the set threshold,
cases of false declarations, and cases
of ML or TF suspicion. Such
information should include at a
minimum information on the identity
of the traveler and the value of the
currencies, BNIs or precious metals or
stones transported.
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9. All authorities concerned with the
implementation of the present decision
shall ensure the good use of information
collected through the declaration system
without restricting commercial payments
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for goods and services between countries
or imposing restrictions on the free
movement of capital in any way.
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10. This regulation shall be published in the
Official Gazette and shall come into force
as of the date of its publication
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Table annexed to the regulation on
declaration issued by the Central Bank on the
maximum threshold for currencies, BNIs and
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traveler that
transports such
materials as a
profession and

frequently visits the
department or the
customs port.

Precious stones with
high economic value
in any form, type or
classification,

provided they are not
intended for
commercial purposes
or transported by a
traveler that engages

inthe same trade or a
traveler that
transports such
materials as a
profession and

frequently visits the
department or the
customs port.
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